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PROPOSALS. 


For, Unitij 3 the ' = 


Proſreer a pO 
IN THIS 


Doubr not Ag every pit '3 and ſober Proteſtant of this 
Nation is now in grez_ grief and' anguiſh of heart to 
obſerve the paſſionate | ffferences and unchriſtian Difſeh- 
tions, which dayly inc | ale amongſt Chriſtians united in 
one and the ſame Dof' (ine of their Religion, and refor- 
med from the Errours; #d Superſtition of the Church of 

every ſerious man who wiſheth 


Wodom he lives in, to conſider 
what ſhould. be the occaſion of thoſe unhappy and .ruinous Diyi- 


\ 


. fions we have ſo long ſuffered under, and -ro offer probable means 


for the compoſing of them. - : 


VF 


As to their firſt riſe, I Joube not but they owe their Original 
to the different manner of the Reformation, and the eſtabliſhing of tbe 
Orders which each Church did think fit and convenient for it ſelf, 
Cas the Reverend. and Pious {ge Hooker acquaints us ) which 

2 were 


| [2] 
were ſo py eſtabliſhed under that high commanding Form, 
which rendered them to the People as things: everlaſtingly required by 
the Law of that Lord of Lords, againſt whoſe Statutes there 1s no ex= 
ception to be taken , by which means it came to paſs, that one Church 
could not but accuſe and condemn another of diſobedience to the Will 
of Chriſt, in thofe things where manifeſt difference was between 
them : Whereas the ſelf-ſame Orders allowed, but yet eſtabliſhed in 
more wary and ſuſpenſe manner, as being to ftand in force til God 
ould give the opportunity of ſome general Conference what might be 
beſt for them afterwards to do; This, I ſay, had both prevented all 
occaſion of juſt diflike which others might take, and reſerved a greater 
liberty unto the Authors themſelves of entering into farther conſulta- 
tion afterwards 3 which, though never ſo neceſſary, they could not 


eaſily now admit, without ſome fear of derogation from their Credit « + 


And therefore that which once they had done, they became for ever af- 
ter reſolute to maintain. | 

Now if we conlider the ſhortneſs of that time wherein our 
firſt Reformation continued under Edward the Sixth , and the 
neccſſity of many learned and pious Miniſters of the Church of 
England toYee into foreign Countries ( as Strasburgh, Geneva, 
&c. ) in Queen Mary's Reign, for the preſervation of their lives, 
where they frequently converſed with thoſe eminent Divines, who 
were the great Reformers there 3 *tis no wonder that ſome of 
them ſhould return better pleaſed with their Diſcipline than their 
own, eſpecially conlidcring that ſeveral of them had intimate 
Acquaintance and Converſation with one of the Reformers , 
whom the-Revercnd Mr. Hooker thought ixcomparably the wiſeſt 
man that ever the French Church did enjoy ſince the hour it enjoyed 
him. In Quecn Elizabeth's, King Fames, and our late Soveraign's 
Reigns, *tis well known how our Differences ſtill increaſed, until 
that unhappy War broke out, by which the Non-conforming 
Intercit prevailed, ſo that the Presbyterian Diſcipline was endea- 
vourcd to be fixed as the eſtabliſhed Form of Government in 
this Nation 3 our Univerſities, Preachers, Writings, Education, 
&c. were generally modelled thereto : by which means the grea- 
teſt number of the Trading part of the Kingdom, many ot the 
Gentry , and ſome few of the Nobility ( obſerving the Precepts 
and Practices , Litcs and Deaths of moſt of that Clergy to be 


pious 


yo” 
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[3] KN * 
pious and exemplary ) joyned with men ofthis or the, like Per- - 
{waſion, Since which time it pleaſed God to repre our preſent 
Soveraign to his Throne, and the Wiſdom of t'\c Nation thought 
it convenient to eſtabliſh the ſame Diſcipline'w aich our firſt Re-" 
formers judged prudential ; not biting or leaving indifferent 
thoſe Ceremonies, which unhappily have occaſioned thoſe hithex= v- 
to-irreconcilable Differences between the Churcdiof England and” 
the Diflſenters in it, and have been matter of diſyate between the 
Reformers, even from the firſt Reformation fofrery : Upon 
which account many of the Non-conforw.ing Divincs laid down 
their Livings, and the old Diſputes began afreſh' to be reyi- 
ved 3 andſo are like to be continucd, util we be either ruined + 
by Popery, or healed by Moderation, which'is the'onely Salve to 
cure the Churches wounds, and that admirable Weapon-Salve for- 
merly propoſed to the wiſdom of Superiours by the* Reverend 
Dr. Stilling fleet, who having highly commended the prudence 
and temper of the French Churches in compoſing their, publick, Forms 
of Prayer, that they were ſo far from inſerting any thing cuntroverſial 
into them, that Papiſts themſelves would uſe them. Ariddaith he, ' _ 
The ſame temper mas uſed by our Reformers. in the compoſing our Lj= © - 

| turgie in reference to the Papiſts, to whom they bad an eſpecial eye, as | 
2 being the onely Party then appearing, whom they defired to drary into ne” 
| their Communion, by coming as near them as they well and f'fely could. - 
And certainly thoſe holy men "who did ſeek, by any means, q draw in - 
others at ſuch a diſtance from their Principles as the P, diſts, were, 
- id never intend by what they. did for that end to exclug pany truly. + x 
tender Conſcientes from their Communion. © That which thi bad laid. DG 
as a Bait for them, was never intended by them as a Hook fog thoſe of 
their own Prefeſſion, but the ſame or greater” Reaſon which made 
them at that time yield ſo far to them then,would now have perſwaded. 
them to. alter and lay aſide thoſe things which yield matter of offence 
. to any of the ſame Profeſſion with themſelves now « For ſurely none 
will be ſo uncharitable toward thoſe of bu own Profeſſion, as not to }. 
think: there is as much reaſon to yield in compliance with-them, as with 
the Papiſts, And it cannot but be Iooked upon as a Token of Gods 
ſevere diſpleaſure againſt us, .if any, though unreaſonable Propoſals of [ 
Peace between us and the Pafiſts, ſhould meet with ſuch entertainment 
among many , and yet any fair offers of Union and Accommodation as». 


mong our ſelves be ſo coldly embraced and entertained. Thus far our 
Reverend. 


F 


[4] 


Reverend and Learned Dcan of Pauls. Upon theſe and ſome 
other like Conſiderations, 1 ſhould hambly propoſe to the Wiſ- 
dom'of this preſent Parliament, ſome probable means to put an 
end to our preſent Differences, and to Unite us for the future 3 
that ſo we may become a flouriſhing Nation, free from the Fa- 


. Etions and Divitions of former Ages. 


For the Firﬆ. 


1. JF Humbly propoſe, That the Ceremonies at preſent enjoyned 
by Law, might be lett to the liberty of the Clergy to uſe 

or lay atide 3 and that becauſc the Diſſcnters on the one hand do 
declare that their conformity to them would be {inful , and the 
Church of England on the other hand hath not onely declared 
upon our firſt Retormation in the account {he hath given of Ce- 
remonies, why ſome be aboliſhed and ſome retained, That as thoſe 
Ceremonies were taken away which were moſt abuſed, and 4id burden 
mens Conſciences without any cauſe \ ſo the other that remain are re- 
tained for a Diſcipline and Order, which ( upon Juft cauſe ) 
may be altered 24 changed. But tince his Majeſties Re- 
ſtauration, the Church of England hath again declared in her Pre- . 
face to the Common-Prayer, That the particular Forms of Divine + 
Worſhip, and the Rites and CEremonies appointed to be uſed, be- 
ing things in their own nature [1Difterent and alterable, and 
fo acknowledged it is but reaſonable that upon weighty and impor- + 
tant Conſiderations, according to the various exigency of times and oc- 
cafions, ſuch changes ſhould be made therein, as to thoſe that are in 
place of Authority ſhould from time to time ſeem either neceſſary or | 
expedient, Accordingly we finde that in the Reigns of ſeveral Prin- 
ces of bleſſed memory ſince the Reformation, the Church upon juſt and 
weighty conſideration her thereunto moving, hath yielded to make ſuch 
Alterations in ſome particulars,' 2s in their refpeive times were 
thought convenient, Thus tar the Church of England. And of 
late I tinde, that a very eminent Member thereof, the Revercnd 
Dean of Canterbury, hath acquainted us in a publick Sermon prea- 
ched by him at theTork-ſhire-Fcalſt,That though it was not for private 
perſons to undertake in matters of publick concernment, yet he thought 
4 be 


"i 


he had no cauſe to doubt but the Governours of our Church ( notwith-/ 


ftanding all the advantages of Authority and Reaſon too,. as they >, 


thought, on their ſide  ) were perſons of that Piety and Prudence, that 
for Peace ſake, and in order to a firm Union. amongſt P oteſt ants, they 
would be content. if that would do it, not to, infiſt upt'1 Iatle things. 
but to yield them up, whether to the infirmity or import mity, or, per- © 
haps, in ſome very few things, to the plauſible exceptio, © of thoſe that- © * 
differed from them. P nd a "= 
Now ſeeing the Church of England hath once aſd Again de-. 
clared her excellent temper and moderation for thgpreſervation 
of Peace and Unity in the Church, the great- cnd agd detigne of 
all Church-government , we have little reaſon ; to. queſtion her 
readineſs ( at ſucha time as this ts.) to comply with fo 
modeſt a Propoſal as a liberty of uling or refuſing thoſe Ceremo- 
nies, which the faith, In their own nature are indifferent and alte- 
rable, and upon weighty and important conſiderations, may be changed, 
&c, eſpecially contidering that by this condeſcention of hers, the 
will certainly bring into her Communion a great number of the 
pious , moderate , -and more confiderative Non-conformitts : 
Which will not onely adde ſtrength to her {elf, but gwwe'a great” 
joy and content to all thoſe who-have witt'd well to the Peace; ®- 
Unity, and Proſperity of this our Church and Natio!1 3 and have | 
long made it the ſubje& of their Praycrs, that the | might live” 
to ſee thoſe days in England, wherein 7#4ah might. not vex, E- .. 
phraim, nor Ephraim cnvy Judah. = - | 


i 


2, I would likewiſe humbly propoſe, That the relf$Frhe Pro--. 
teſtant Diſſenters from the Church of England, might be indul- © * 
gcd by Ad of Parliament, provided they neither Preacd, Wrote, 
nor diſcours'd againſt thc Doctrine or Government of the Church 
as by Law eftablithed 3 and that, becauſe, Charity, whieh is kinde, - 
and thinks no cvil, would oblige a fobcr and inditterent/perſon to 
believe that the rcaſon of their Separatior/trom our Churxch,'did 
onely procced from a tenderneſs of Conſcience -- ( impreſff d upon 
them by the force of their Education, Study, Converlatie,., &c.:) 
I in complying with the preſent cſablithcdForm of Worityp,they 
ſhould fin againti God, and wound the peace of their owns aA 
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for otherwiſe ther own preſent quiet and intereſt muſt neceſſarily 
have obliged them toa different Practice, they having been under 
a continual danger and hazard of the execution of the Laws at 
preſent eſtabliſhed againſt them; whereby they have been not 
onely deprived of that Maintenance which by the countenance of 
Authority they might otherwiſe have expcctcd and publickly en- 
joyed, but expoſed to many wants, difficulties, and ſutterings. 


As to the Uniting of us for the future, 
I humbly propoſe to the wiſdom of this preſent Parliament, 


That an Act might .be paſſed , whereby cvery perſon ( after a 
limited term of years ) intending to take holy Orders, ſhould be. 


incapacitated for any Church-preferment ,, or for a Licenſe to. 


preach in private Congregations, who could not give a fſatisfadto- 
ry account of his proficiency and ability in Church-Hiſtory and 
Primitive Learning, whereby he might be able to give a clear 
and plain account of what Diſcipline and Order were uſcd in the 
Church of God ncarctt our  Saviour's and the Apoſtles days, 
when Ditfterences and Errours in DoQtrine or Church-govern- 
ment began firlt to ſpring up with the Authors, occaſion, and cf- 
fe&s thercot. The Advantages which mult neceſſarily attend the 
making of ſuch a Law , would be very great both to our in- 
tereſt in Church and State 3 among(i which I beg leave to name 
the following. ; 


1. We might hereby (for the future ) more aſſuredly hope 
for , and expect Peace and Union amongſt our Eccleſiaſticks 3 
they having been al] well acquainted with Primitive practice, and 
therein with the riſe and growth of all Herefies, Schiſms, and 
Diviſions in the Church, and with the fatal conſequences that 
have attended them 3 whereby in all probability they would not 
more rationally than unanimouſly make choice of one and the 
ſame Form of Worſhip and Diſcipline, but moſt heartily unite 
in their afteCtions to one another , endeavouring with all their u- 
nited ſirength to maintain the Church in Peace and Purity, 


2, By 


VIIDMA 


+ once eſtabliſhed, they would be willing to bring them up to. ho- 


' Up. their Children in the Univerlitics, and continue them there 


againſt it ſelf, cannot ſtand z and likewiſe confider that fate which 


o 


2, By this means we might be aſſured to enjoy the niow 
Learned Clergy that ever this Nation brought forth; who would 
not oncly prove a greater Bulwark againtt Popery on the og? 
hand, but Schiſm and Faction on the other 3 and being ſo wa 
accompliſhed for the Miniticrial Function ( betore they enter ing 
to it ) might much more aſſuredly engage the attection and hears 
of their pcople, by ſpending in private the greatclt part of the 
Week in infiructing them in the Principles, and encouraging thenz | 
in the Pra&ice of the Chriſtian Religion a Duty, alas, t0o mucly © . & 
negledcd in our days. | 

3. By this mcans we might be ſure of Preterments to anſwer 
every mans mcrit, eſpecially it the Parliament ſhould think jt 
prudcntial to raiſe a ſum of Moncy for the purchating all Impro- | 
priations and Advowſons, the latter of which to-be annexed to 
the ſeveral Colledges in both Univerfitiesz one of the principal 
reaſons we can give at preſent why we have more Clergy-men 
than Livings, being this, That a great number of ordinary 
Country-mcn and Trades-men, 'out of an ambitiþus deligne to 
make their Children Gentlemen, do ſend them to the Univerli- - 
tics, though they be not able to maintain them above three. or 
four ycars: Whereas were there ſuch a Law ( as I propoſed ) 


neſt Profeſſions and Trades, much more ſuitable for them 3 and 
perſons of better Eſtate and Quality would be encouraged tobring « 


until they were arrived to that pitch of Learning, which would 
not oncly render them honourable to forcign Nations, and highly ' 
{erviccable to their own, but would capacitatc them for the cn- 
joyment of a Preferment ſuitable to their Parcnts charge, and 

their own pains and induliry. £72, 


X 
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In ſhort, I heartily wiſh that we might often and {ſeriouſly xe \ 
membcr our bleſſed Saviours Preqiction, that a Kingdom divided , 


attended the Fadtion and Diviſion of the Fes 3 which grew to 
that height, that they could not forbcar deftroyinggach other, c- 
ven when their declarcd Enemies the Romans were coming to be- 
licge their City. From which, good Lo2d deliver Us, 


oli-< 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


Pon fome Confiderations, I thoogkt it would 
not be unacceptable to priat the Speech of. that 
wile and great General and Emperor YVeſpaſian, to his 
[! : Roman Officers 3 who ſceing the Jews at great variance 
| ' _andcivil diſcord amongſt themſelves, prefled Veſpaſtar 
their General not to loſe this opportunity, affirming that 
it was Gods providence ( who fought for them), that 
the Jews ſhould be at civil diſcord among themſelves ; 
and that therefore he ſhould not over-ſ{lip ſo good an 
occaſion, Jeſt the Jews ſhould quickly be friends again 
) one with another , either by the wearineſs of Civil 
Wars, orelſe repenting themſelves of that which they 

had done. To whom Yeſp4ſtax thus anſwered : 


That they were ignorant what was to be done, and 
defirous rather, as it were in a Theatre to ſhew their 
forces and ſtrength, than with him to conſider what 
was profitable and expedient. For (ſaid he) if we. 

preſently aſſault them, our coming will make concord a- 
mongit our Enemies, and (o we ſhall bring upon our 
ſelves their forces yet firm and ſtrong; but by expe- 
ding alittle while, we ſhall have leſs ado to conquer 
them, their chieſeſt forces being deſtroyed by their own 
Civil War. God is moreour Friend than you are aware 
of, who without any labour and pain will deliver the . 
Jews into our hands, and will give us the Vidory with- 
out endangering our Army. Wherefore it is rather our 
partto be beholders of the Tragedy, than to fight againſt 
men deſirous of death, and troubled with the greateſt 


evil 
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(9 | 
evil poſſible, to wit, Domeſtical Sedition and Civil 
War. Andif any think that the Vidory is not ſo glo- 
rious, becauſe gotten without fight, let him know and 

" conſider the uncertain events of War ;, and that it is : 
= better, if it be poſſible, to get a ViFory without bloodſhed, E 
than therewith to hazard a Defeat © For they who by > © 

counſel and advice do any aft, deſerve no leſs praiſe _ 

| than they who by force of Arms atchieve a ViFory, More- 

over, in the mean time that the Enemies deſtroy one ano- | 
ther, our Souldiers may take reſt, and ſo be ſtronger and | . 
better able to fight when need ſhall require. ' Beſtdes, it | 
ſeems not that there is much haſte required| to get the \; 
Vifory ; for the Jews neither prepare Arms nor Engines 

of War, nor levie any Forces, nor. ſeek for Aid; and. ſo 
by\delay no damage can enſue, but they will plague one 
another more by Civil War, than our Army by attacquing 
their City. And therefore whether we conſlder Prudence 

or Glory, we have nothing to do but let themeruine them- | 
ſelves 3 forin caſe we ſhould even at this preſent make 
our ſelves Maſters of that great City, ſo it would be juſtly 
ſaid, that the Viory was not to be imputed "to ws, but to. 


| their Diſcord. 
| 
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Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 


